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In Ohio, those who qualify for Medicaid are generally also automatically approved for 

Medicaid Managed Care coverage. After you’ve received Medicaid coverage, the state 

will send you an information packet with a request to select between five Medicaid 

Managed Care plans. If you don’t make a selection, Ohio makes it for you. It’s important 

to not underestimate the importance of these plans as they can make a big difference 

in the kind of care you receive and the types of services that are available to you.  

 

This week, we take a look at those five plans, but first, let’s explore what the Managed 

Care program looks like. Ohio’s Managed Care serves the same purposes as traditional 

private insurance. Everything from routine check-ups, physicals, prescription plans and 

more are all options for those enrolled. Each of the five plans vary and while those 



variations aren’t necessarily wide, the details are where many ultimately find the best 

option for their care. 

 

Buckeye Community Health Plan 

 

One of the best features with this plan is the access members are given to the Krames 

Patient Education database. This resource provides accurate and current information 

on a number of medical topics. It has an easy to use search engine and it’s written in 

language that doesn’t require a medical degree to understand.  

 



Your primary care provider, or PCP, is who will address the more routine healthcare 

needs you may have. Not only that, but your visits to your PCP are unlimited. If more 

specialized care is needed, or if you need hospitalization, your PCP will help ensure 

that’s arranged. You also have access to optional services and benefits, such as Start 

Smart for Your Baby, Be Well! Program, vision and dental services and even 

transportation services. 

 

Care Source 

 

This healthcare option is based in 

Ohio and has been for quarter of a 

century. It’s partnered with more than 

25,000 Ohio doctors and more than 

200 hospitals in Ohio. It offers no co-

pays for not only prescription drugs, 

but over the counter medicines too. A 

24 hour hotline adds to the benefits 

and the website itself feels more like a “community” –complete with topics that are 

current right now. Health living tips, the latest in Medicaid and Medicare news are just a 

few of the topics. It’s comparable with Buckeye in that it also offers transportation 

services, a new baby wellness program, dental and vision plans. 

 

 

 

 



Molina Medicaid Solutions 

 

This company boasts “technology solutions” for states incorporating expanded 

Medicaid coverage. It’s a Fortune 500 company and is in many different states. It has its 

own medical clinics and the company itself has a physician at the helm. What sets 

Molina apart is the fact that it’s still owned by the same family that founded it.  

 

Perhaps because it is led by a physician, there are sections that provide information on 

the importance of healthcare directives, living wills and other documents you find as 

part of your overall estate planning. With an easy to navigate website, plenty of tips (6 

Tips to Prevent Falling, for example) and advice on what to expect during a visit, there’s 

a lot to this company that bodes well for seniors. 

 

United HealthCare 

This community healthcare plan is also available in several states. It also has an 

interactive website and programs such as Personal Care Model, Health First Steps and 



even a disease management plan. It’s easy to incorporate and its customer service team 

is consistently ranked high in surveys. It covers the Medicaid and Medicare programs, 

and of course, the MyOhio dual eligibility program. It also accommodates those 

families that have Children’s Health Insurance Programs (CHIPS). 

 

Paramount 

This program is available in northern Ohio and Michigan. It has several plans that are 

sure to meet anyone’s needs. The Paramount Marketplace is easily accessed through 

the website. Paramount is affiliated with ProMedica, though it’s not clear how.  

With more than 25 years in business, it’s developed a strong model. An around the 

clock hotline, a Live Chat option via its website and an optional Personal Call Center 

Representative are all available.  

 

All of these programs each have their own benefits and depending on your needs, 

potential drawbacks. Ohio has a Medicaid Consumer Hotline you can call at 800-324-

8680.  

 



Be sure to discuss with your estate planning lawyer your choices and don’t 

underestimate the importance of proper estate planning, including putting into place 

healthcare directives, living wills and powers of attorney. This ensures a complete 

estate plan that allows you peace of mind as you go about the business of living your 

life.  

 

As always, we’re available to guide you through the Medicaid or Medicare process. We 

invite you to give us a call today to learn more about your options and how to ensure no 

detail is left open to interpretation. 
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